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A number of dredging projects have unknowingly and unfortunately encountered 
munitions and explosives of concern (MEC).  MEC have been discovered during 
dredging projects on dredges (i.e., in dragheads, cutterheads, pump casings, or turtle 
screens) and at the dredged material placement site.   Detonations have occurred that 
have either damaged the dredge plant, or have even sunk the dredging vessel.   
 
A number of recent dredging projects have proactively addressed MEC issues before the 
start of construction, thereby greatly reducing overall risk and MEC cleanup costs. 
 
This presentation will explain basic dredging techniques, discuss techniques useful in 
reducing the inherent risks of dredging in sediments containing MEC, and discuss lessons 
learned during various dredging/MEC projects.  The cost of post dredging MEC cleanup 
will be compared to the cost of MEC avoidance during dredging operations. 
 
 
"DREDGING IN SEDIMENT CONTAINING MEC" is the title of a guidance 
document which is currently undergoing a draft final rewrite.  A brief overview of this 
document will also be provided during the presentation.  
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